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The lawbreakers

Because the United States has
an immigration policy that is inher-
ently hypocritical, lawmakers rou-
tinely find themselves in conflicted
positions trying to deal with the
problems that 'abouti 10 million un-
documented residents present.

It’'s hard to believe that it was
only a year ago that Gov. Bush and
partles were suppomng a bxll that
would allow illegal immigrants to
obtain driver’s licenses.

The blll’s propanents argued
ey t11AL 18 WOUld make
the roads safer, re-
.| ‘ducethe number of

| uninsured drivers
and enhance secu-
rity by creating a
B B egistry that 1deﬂ‘“"
. pa,; - I ﬂlegd Al mﬁ‘“
| grants and records
W where they live,
The information

ccsuld be used to track down terror-

The b111 never ma‘de it out of
committee. The reason? Security
concerns. Opponents argued that
driver’s licenses could help terror-
1sts c:arry out attacks Nme ef the 19

Who s_nght? As iS SO Gften: the -

case with immigration matters, both
sides are.

There is no doubt that driver’s
licenses provide a useful registry for
Jlaw enforcement. Those nine li-
censes were vital in retracing the
movements of the 9/11 terrorists.
The h’censes also were useful to the

" But the real problem was fraud--

ulent passports and visas, which

brenner, R-Wis.,
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mles- make U_ S. no safer.

made obtaining the driver licenses
possible. The /11 commission
found that as many as 13 of the hi-
jackers had entered the United
States with altered passports and
that many of the visa applications
had been filled out improperly. In
several cases, the hijackers gave
mformatmn that was false Three ef

ceumry
listed in the government’s counter-
terrorist databases.

Had passport and visa security
been adequately tight, the attacks
might have been prevented. If the
hij ackers had been denied driver’s
hcenses the attacks probably would
have been carried out as they were.

The issue of whether illegal im-
migrants should have dnver’ s li-
censes has been rekmdled this

sponsered by Rep _]' ames Sensem
would require
metemrehlcle emplayees in all
erify the immigration sta-
tus of driver’s license applicants. It
will turn a qualified state employee
who Imaws a lot about motor vehi-
cle laws into an unqualified Border
Patrol agent who knows nothing
about Migraﬁen rules. ~

It is the latest example of the
federal g{}vemment abdzcatmg its

ﬁﬁn laws and Ieavmg it fer state and
local officials. It's a point of irony
that conservatives would choose to
interfere with each state’s right to

decide who's fit to drive. The idea

even theugh they wereh
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that the states should be ordered to
verify immigration status is another
ndlculﬂus Washmgton ruse. The

nor the 'e'xpemse' to perform such a

task. And, of course, the feds aren'’t
willing to give them any. What's one
more unfunded mandate, anyway?

The Real ID Acta ppears headed
for passage, and this time a Bush is
lined up on the winning side. The
president says he will sign it, ap-

parently abandoning his promise to
mject common sense into immigra-

tion policy.

The net effect of the law will be
to ostracize further a huge popula-
tion of essential workers, most of
them Mexicans, from partlmpatmn
in a legitimate system The law will

reinforce the nation’s hypocntlcal

message to illegal itnmigrants: We
need you to stay here and do our

dirty work, yet we're also going to
consider you lawbreakers for stay-

ing.

Denying undocumented work-
ers driver’s licenses won't make the
country safer. On the contrary, it

will force more of them to drive
without insurance and keep more of

them in the shadows of anonymity.
The French historian Alexis de

‘Tocqueville, who wrote about de-

mocracy in America 170 years ago,
said that people are always more
willing to accept a simple lie than a
complex truth.

That is the underlying problem
with the immigration debate today.
The politics of the simple lie con-
tmues to overwhelm the reason of

the complex truth.

Dan Moffett is an editorial writer for
The Palm Beach Post. His e-mail
address ts dan_moffett@pbpost.com

© Copyright 2005 PALM BEACH POST
All Rights Reserved.



